
MINUTES OF THE DYRHAM AND HINTON PARISH MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY 28TH APRIL 2016 AT DYRHAM AND HINTON PARISH HALL 

 

 Present:  Councillors:  Kerry Sawyer (in the chair), Caron Thornton-Trippit ,Philip Boulton, 

Lance Card, Peter Miller and Christine Howard the Clerk. 

  

Also in attendance:  John Miller, Maria Card, Alison Grose, Ben Stokes, Sharon Hale, Steve 

Reade, Angela Gent, Lindsay Webb, Sue Webb, Alex Lovell, Dorothy Miller and Edward 

Walsh 

Apologies: None 

 

Minutes of the last meeting 23rd April 2015 - The Clerk read out the minutes Maria Card 

proposed acceptance, seconded by John Miller – carried unanimously, they were duly signed 

by the Chairman. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman gave her report.  See appendix 1. 

Financial Report 

 

 The Clerk distributed the accounts, and answered any questions.  Lindsey Webb asked why 

we paid so much for grass cutting, the Clerk explained that we had to take on land that SGC 

had refused to cut unless paid for in future, so our bill was high.  She had negotiated a 

cheaper price with another contractor this year.  Dorothy Miller asked why the grassed area 

opposite her house had not been cut this year, it  had been cut by Ben Stokes in the past, the 

Clerk stated that it had not been on Ben’s list from her in past years, and had not been land 

that had been cut by SGC in the past, but she would ensure that it would be cut in future. 

REPORTS BY PARISH ORGANISATION AND OTHERS 

Cath from Dyrham Park gave an interesting talk about what is happening this year – See 

appendix 2. 

Maria Card gave a report from Dyrham and Hinton WI and informed those present that a time 

capsule was to be planted outside Home Farm opposite the noticeboard. 

 

Ben Stokes gave a talk and update on the Village Hall Trust. 

 

Ben Stokes then spoke as our Ward Councillor about the new Waste Strategy.  It was decided 

that the Parish Council would get someone to talk about this at a parish meeting or have an 

open night. 

 

 Alison Grose gave a report for the PCC. 

 

Kerry Sawyer standing in for Pam Golton reported on the Parish Plan, See Appendix 3. 

 

Mr John Miller gave a report of the Superfast Broadband – see appendix 4 

 

Mr John Miller from the Music Appreciation Society gave a report. 



Sue Webb gave a report about the pilates and keep fit groups she runs at the Parish Hall 

which has encouraged her people to join other parish Groups. 

 

Angela Gent gave her report on the Neighbourhood Watch see appendix 5 

 

Dorothy Miller talked about the Rev William Langton Trust – see appendix 6 

 

Ed Walsh gave a talk on the community website. 

The Meeting closed at 9.10pm 

  

APPENDIX 1 

Welcome and for those of you who haven't been before this meeting is a chance for the 

community to meet the PC, find out a bit about what we do and if we can help you all in any 

way.  We also have a update from various groups within the village so it's a good chance for 

the community to come together and see what's going on around us. 

 

Last year we were very sorry to lose Helen Senior from our council.   Helen served on the PC 

for many years as did her husband before her and she is very much missed.   We have planted 

her favourite rose in the churchyard and will be adding a plaque to acknowledge recognition 

of their long service to the community. 

 

We now have a Councillor from Dyrham village, Caron Thornton Trippit.  A familiar figure 

walking around the village with her dog and she's always happy to speak to residents about 

any issues they may have.  

 

We have organised the annual village clean up earlier this year.  Dyrham Park helped as usual 

by clearing Sands Hill down to Dyrham.  We also had help from operatives at Skanska, the 

people who run the car parks by the A46.   We were also helped by the Pay Back 

team.  These are people doing community service work and they've helped us with several 

projects this year, including daffodil planting on Hinton Hill and planting a hedge to screen 

the unsightly sub stations by Talbot Farm.  Both Skanska and the Pay Back team have offered 

to help us with community projects in the future so we would welcome suggestions from 

residents about ways to improve the village. 

 

We've had the usual planning applications, mostly smaller ones this year.  The solar park is 

undergoing construction and there have been a couple of complaints about large lorries 

travelling through the village instead of going the way they should.  Christine has dealt 

promptly with these complaints and they seem to have been rectified.   

 

This should be the first full year that the wind turbine has been operational so we will have a 

large community payment from that in May. (I hope to know the amount by 

tomorrow!).  Most of you will know that we purchased some large gazebos for residents use 

last year and these have proved to be very popular.  We also bought a conference table for the 

Village Hall with the money.   Again we would like to hear suggestions from you for using 

this money. 

 

One important change this year has been getting our own PC website.  I hope you've all seen 

this.  Some transparency  legislation came into force recently which we have to follow.  The 

concept of the transparency act is that all important PC documents, including accounts and 



minutes, are to be made available free of charge to the public as a permanent record, and the 

only way that this can be guaranteed is if these data are published on a site over which the PC 

has absolute control.  It is no longer acceptable is for the data to be published only on a 

‘private’ site, since its permanent availability cannot be guaranteed. There is nothing to stop it 

also being published on a private site, but the main publication site must be under the control 

of the PC. 

 

 To this end central government has made some funding available especially for smaller 

councils that might have difficulty in providing their own site from within their own 

resources. Christine successfully applied for a grant and we were able to fund our own 

website from this.   She's working very hard keeping it up to date so thank you Christine.  I'd 

like to take this opportunity to thank Ed Walsh for his help with publication of documents 

prior to this Christine still sends items out of the remit of the Parish Council to Ed as well. 

 

 APPENDIX 2 

 

APPENDIX 3 

 

The Parish Plan 2015 2016- 

 

The steering committee have met this year to implement various sections of the parish 

plan.   It has received offers of help to carry forward the suggestions raised by the plan. 

 

 Communications have been improved by the set up of the Parish Council’s web site 

www.dyrhamandhinton.org and the face book page, wwwfacebook.com/DDHPage/ whilst 

retaining the independent web site of www.dyrhamhinton.com run by Ed Walsh.   These 

tools,  along with the parish magazine and notice boards should keep everyone up to speed on 

the events occurring around the village 

 

To supplement this, a coloured brochure was sent out to all households with a detailed 

update   SO I think no-one can say there is No Information!! 

 

 In hand with this a neighbourhood watch was set up by Glen Lawrence oldpol@virgin.net 

and Angela Gent angela.gent@hotmail.co.uk 

 

And they have been very diligent in reporting suspicious activities in the area. 

 

They have also tackled anti social behaviour and resulting in the weighbridge being closed by 

the Highway Agency following a very costly clean up... Of course we must emphasis it is up 

to every household to report any signs anti social behaviour. 

 

 The solar park  is nearly completed and all proposed development is well within the parish 

plan remit. 

 

 The village hall has been updated and decorated, making it more attractive for hiring out as 

well as benefiting the numerous local organisations that use it on a regular basis. 

 

 The big and on going issue of the roads has been addressed and signs for traffic calming are 

installed 

 



We are still requesting residents to report pot holes and surface problems as the only way to 

draw Streetcare@south glos,  attention is to keep bombarding them with complains and we 

urge every household to do this. 

 

 John Miller, Kerry Sawyer, Phil Jones together with Ben Stokes and Steve Reade have 

worked tirelessly to push forward our need for superfast broadband.  They have the thanks of 

the entire village for doing this.   I will not elaborate on the results thus far but leave it to 

those involved to update you on the situation.   Again I emphasis it is up to all residents to 

lobby the council and BT open reach,  to improve our speeds. 

 

 The bulbs have been planted and daffodils were seen on Hinton Hill for the first time! 

 

 Thank you to all who gave their time and energy to help in any way with any of the above 

mentioned projects. 

 

We are progressing well but the parish plan will only work if the members of the parish get 

involved and help,  so please volunteer to improve and embellish our lovely village. 

 

 Thank 

you                                                                                                                                                

                                                      

Pamela Golton    28/04/2016 

 

APPENDIX 4 

Dyrham and Hinton Parish Plan - Action Group 1 

 

 Report to the D&H Annual Parish Meeting 2016 

 

 The Parish Plan published early in 2015 included an Action Plan, in which item 1 was 

related to Telecommunications (Broadband and mobile phone coverage). Specifically, the 

plan was to:- 

 

Investigate whether and how superfast broadband can be extended throughout the parish with 

funding from the Glos/Wilts project 

As a fallback, pursue community funded options 

Ensure that 3G & 4G options are pursued alongside broadband 

 

Phil Jones, who was one of the volunteers who instigated the Parish Plan, I (who was also on 

the PP Steering Group) and Chris Grose, who also volunteered to help, formed the D&H 

Superfast Broadband Committee to carry out these actions. To date, we have concentrated on 

the first of these items, with some activity on the second. 

 

BT had won a contract from SGC to install Superfast Broadband across the authority on a 

basis of accessibility to the most premises for the budget available. In view of our low 

number of premises (around 120), we realised that our main case would rely on the needs of 

our local businesses. 

 

 In order to get funding for Superfast Broadband in D&H from South Gloucestershire 

Council, our principle approach has been to raise awareness of our need (as we expect every 

other parish is doing) and to ensure that our case for this expenditure is maximised. 



 

To raise awareness, we have:- 

 

Enlisted the help of our ward councillors, Ben Stokes and Steve Reade 

Gleaned experience from Doynton, Marshfield and local technical experts 

Attended SGC Kings Forest Area Forum presentation by Matt Lloyd BT 

Presented at South Gloucester Council the business importance to D&H, with David Barnes, 

NT 

Presented to Luke Hall MP the business importance, and employment opportunities 

 

 To maximise our case, we have:- 

 

Prepared a Business Report, which shows that D&H businesses have a turnover in excess of 

£10m p.a., and that the parish has more employed than resident 

Through Ben Stokes, presented this case to SGC, who acknowledged it, but stated that it does 

not change the contract 

With the Parish Chairman, attended a presentation from SGC, and helped to advise SGC that 

the factors to be considered for last 6% of premises should emphasise rural areas over urban, 

and recognise the scale of the business need. 

 

 We are encouraging our largest businesses to add their voices to our case with SGC, who 

expect to announce the areas to be included in this next round of funding in June. 

 

 If Dyrham and Hinton is not included in this announcement, the most likely scenario is that 

we will have to consider partial funding of an implementation with BT and possibly SGC. 

This will cost in the order of £40,000 to £100,000, and would probably provide more than 

adequate speeds throughout the parish. 

 

APPENDIX 5 

Dyrham and Hinton Neighbourhood Watch 

 

Embracing the resurgence of the nosey neighbour. 

 

As part of the Parish Plan it has been the ambition of Dyrham and Hinton to start a 

neighbourhood watch.  Although by national standards our parish is an extremely safe place 

to live with very low crime levels we are still witness to rural crime.  It is believed by 

introducing a neighbourhood watch scheme will get the message out that our parish is not an 

easy target.  Our residents will be vigilant, aware and report any suspicious activity. We will 

make it our business to be nosey.  We will look out for our neighbours; especially the elderly 

and we shall share information quickly. 

 

The formal neighbourhood watch team has been set up and anyone can register for updates 

by emailing their details to Angela.gent@hotmail.co.uk.  We also regularly share information 

such as scams going on in the area with the wider communities of Pucklechurch and Wick via 

the Dryham, Hinton and Doynton facebook page. 

 

We hope to grow our database and include new technologies such as whatsap and twitter 

alerts in the next 12 months. 

 



Neighbourhood watch also improves the relationship with our local police officers with direct 

email access and the ability to have them to look into any suspicious activity for us. 

 

Angela Gent 

 


