
 

MINUTES OF THE DYRHAM AND HINTON PARISH MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 
27TH APRIL 2017 AT DYRHAM AND HINTON PARISH HALL  
 
Present:  Councillors:  Kerry Sawyer (in the chair), Philip Boulton, Andrew Banwell, 
Bruce Gawler and Christine Howard the Clerk. 
 
Also in attendance:  Alison Grose, Ben Stokes, Sharon Hale, Steve Reade,  Pam 
Golton, Dorothy Miller, Peter Miller, Emily Savage, Guy Senior, Ann Fiddler  
 
Apologies: Caron Thornton-Trippit 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 28th April 2016 - The Clerk read out the minutes Phil 
Boulton proposed acceptance, seconded by Ben Stokes – carried unanimously, they 
were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
1. Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman gave her report.  See appendix 1. 
 

2. Financial Report 
The Clerk distributed the accounts, and answered any questions.   
 

3. REPORTS BY PARISH ORGANISATION AND OTHERS 
Ann Fidler and Sharon Hale from Dyrham Park gave an interesting talk about 
what is happening this year – See appendix 2. 
  
Ben Stokes gave a talk and update on the Village Hall Trust. He gave thanks 
to the Parish Council for the grant of £3,500, which had enabled them to put  
in a new patio window and relay the patio and erect a fence.  
 
Alison Grose gave a report for the PCC, giving a big thank you to the Parish 
Council for the grant to replace the guttering and also to Dyrham Park for 
their financial help.  The Parish Churches of Holy Trinity at Doynton and St 
Peter’s Church Dyrham will become one parish with two places of worship in 
the very near future.  Separate finances will be used for both churches. 
 
Pam Golton gave a report on The Parish Plan, Superfast Broadband and 
Neighbourhood watch.  See Appendix 3.  
 
Peter Miller from the Music Appreciation Society gave a report.  
 
Guy Senior and Dorothy Miller talked about the Rev William Langton Trust – 
see appendix 4. The Parish Council acknowledges this excellent charity and 
has offered their support.  As the charity is for the benefit of residents living in 



 

the parish, the Community Benefit money could be used to top up this 
account if required. 

 
4. Questions from Parishioners:   
 

Guy Senior stated that he had asked the Clerk to let him know of any future 
vacancies for Councillors in the future.    The Clerk replied that it was not in 
her remit to inform individual people of vacancies but to put up on 
noticeboards and the website the details, she had spoken of this to Ward 
Councillors and also ALCA who confirmed her decision was correct.  
 
The first vacancy was put on the noticeboards on 16th February 2017 and she 
was informed by South Glos Council on the 9th March the Parish Council could 
co-opt. The second vacancy was put on noticeboards on 15th March 2017 and 
she was informed she could co-opt on 5th April 2017.  These notices were put 
on the website as well.   

 
The Meeting closed at 9.25pm 
 
APPENDIX 1 
 
We have a different line up tonight from last year!   Lance Card stepped down after 
several years good service and we are very grateful to him for all the work he did 
on the council's behalf.  We also said goodbye to Peter Miller, a well respected and 
long standing parish councillor.   Peter devoted many years to the PC and will be 
greatly missed.   Our wholehearted thanks go to both of them.   
In recent years we have been plagued by fly tipping, I'm sure everyone has noticed 
huge piles of rubbish dumped in gateways and lay-bys around the parish.   We 
erected a sign on Cock Lane with the message "no tipping CCTV in progress".   This 
has had some success, certainly the incidences of tipping in Cock Lane have 
reduced dramatically but it's still a big problem in other areas.   We will shortly be 
erecting another sign by the narrow bridge at the bottom of Brides Hill.   If anyone 
sees any tipping then if you report it to our clerk she can ask South Glos to remove 
it. 
 
Speeding is still a concern through our village.   At the request of a resident we 
arranged for South Glos to carry out a speed check in Lower Street, Dyrham.   
However, this showed that the average speed was in fact less than the speed limit 
so no action can be taken as a result of that.   We have asked for the same speed 
check to be done in Hinton and the results will be published on our website as soon 
as it's completed. 
 
Those of you who live in Hinton may have noticed there has been a reduction in the 
number of overweight vehicles driving illegally down Hinton Hill.   This is largely due 



 

to pressure put on South Glos by us along with Angela Gent.   Angela has been 
particularly vigilant in recording any incidents and reporting them.   There has also, 
been a huge reduction in the anti social behaviour around the Cotswold way by 
Tormarton and the car park there.   The car park remains closed and is likely to 
remain so for the near future.   Again pressure from local residents has helped with 
this and we urge anyone witnessing anything untoward to report to the police 
where possible. 
 
We have used the community pay back team on several occasions, for clearing 
litter, daffodil planting and other jobs around the parish.  They are due to carry out 
another litter collection on Sunday 7th May.  Litter is a particular problem for us as 
so many people commute through here. 
 
We have had the bonus of the Community Benefit money, from the wind turbine 
and the solar park and this last year we received 22,000 from these.   We invite 
applications for this money from groups and organisations in the parish.    
Donations made so far include a grant for the boardroom table that is in the village 
hall kitchen and more recently new patio doors and repair and relaying of the patio. 
  We've also made a donation to St. Peter's church, for restoration of the cast iron 
guttering and downpipes.  We've contributed to the new communication system 
that's being set up on the parish-DaHcom- and we bought new balls for Dyrham 
and Hinton cricket club. 
This fund will also pay for repairs to the damaged verge outside the church and for 
the provision of two defibrillators for Dyrham and Hinton.   These will be installed in 
the next few weeks and a training day will be held, courtesy of South West 
Ambulance Service.  This will be a good opportunity to learn about them and ask 
any questions.     
As they are an expensive purchase, we did some extensive research before we went 
ahead and bought them.   Along with help from the ambulance service, we were 
hugely assisted by the medical professionals living in the parish.    In particular Ed 
Barnes, David Lockey, Bryony Strachan along with anaesthetists and nurses, in fact 
any one currently employed in the medical profession and they all gave the same 
advice.   That we absolutely must have them because they save lives.  If they save 
just one life then it's worth it. 
There is still some of this year's fund left and we should get the next instalment in 
May so if anyone has any suggestions for uses for the money or for purchases then 
please let us know so it can be discussed at a meeting.   It's money for the parish 
and we welcome ideas from residents.   
Finally the Parish Council's official website is well established now and residents can 
find all the up to date information there.    Our standing orders and policies are 
displayed, as well as the minutes of previous meetings, and also an electronic form 
of the Parish News.  dyrhamandhinton.org      
 
 

http://dyrhamandhinton.org/


 

APPENDIX 2 
NT Dyrham Park 2016/17 Report for Dyrham & Hinton Parish Council 
Meeting 
Thursday 27th April 2017 
Representatives: Sharon Hale; Retail & Business Development Manager 
and Ann Fiddler; Visitor Experience and Volunteer Manager. 
2016 was a year of transition for Dyrham after coming out of the very successful 
Roof Project and revealing our finished work. We celebrated and focussed on the 
Garden and its development and shared the history of Mr Blathwayts water garden 
and his influences during his ownership. We experimented with an installation 
exhibition along the internal West side of the House which helped our house team 
to begin to move the collection around after being carefully stored for the project. 
We opened our second Hand Book Shop in the Victorian kitchen with great success, 
ran by volunteers which has helped to generate extra income for the property 
approximately  £15,000. Thank you to our local villagers who have donated books 
to help achieve this, please drop any unwanted books to the shop. We also opened 
up the Best Stable for the first time in many years to the viewing public and was 
appreciated by all. 
We said good bye to Cath Pye who is now GM at Cothele and welcomed our new 
GM Tom Boden. We are now part of the Bath portfolio alongside Prior Park, Bath 
Skyline and the Assembley Rooms. We have also had Ann Fiddler join us as VE & 
Volunteer Manager from English Heritage (Osborne House) helping to strengthen 
our leadership team for the future growth of Dyrham Park. 
Visitor Numbers 2016; a record breaking 245,500, over 20% growth on previous 
project year. 
2017: Transformation Project, we are 1 of 8 properties that has been selected to 
deliver a great experience to our visitors through telling our story of the Mr 
Blathwayt era with great interpretation throughout the house journey and gardens. 
We have started this by trialling and testing new ideas which included last years 
exhibition and now being able to share more stories from our historical knowledge 
and research. This includes opening rooms that we have in the past and other 
unseen areas over the next 2 years. We aim to have this completed by 2018 and 
will include a planted physic garden in Fountains Court, clear zones in the house for 
all of our different types of visitor and a reason to return, this includes the 
Basement aiming to tell the story of 17th century food and drink; conservation and 
preservation work to many of the show rooms, to include lighting, regraining of 
stairs, floorboard strengthening to the Great Hall and much more. Please visit for 
full details and explanations to help envisage our future plans. 
Our second focus is on our Growing Dyrham project which looks to help resolve the 
infrastructure needs to cope with an estimated 300,000 visitors by 2020. This 
includes carparks, toilets, utilities, commercial outlets but with a clear priority of 
conservation to or land and surrounding areas. David Barnes our Ops Support 
Manager is leading on the options appraisals now and will be sharing this with our 



 

wider audience later this year. We also opened up the Best Stable for the first time 
in many years to the viewing public and was appreciated by all. 
We are now almost through our national systems simplification programme that has 
taken some years to develop and implement but we are nearly there. David Barnes 
has helped us install better wifi connectivity which the village has also benefitted 
from and started to future proof us for the necessary systems we will require with 
minimal disruption. We will be receiving our new tills and visitor data capture 
equipment this July ready for the summer season. This is the last cog in the wheel 
to be able to run our back office systems in conjunction with our front facing 
operations to enable us to better analyse and report more accurately. 
Programme: (delivered by Ann Fiddler). 
Easter: record breaking numbers again, perfect weather and better planning and 
facilities, including the Easter bunny trail and activities at Old Lodge and guided 
walks and talks throughout the house, park and garden. 
Separate programme submitted, links to the website, facebook and twitter. 
Fundraising: (Lead Sharon Hale). 
2016 was better than expected as we didn’t have a campaign after the brilliant Sign 
a Slate but allowed our visitors and supporters to come and see our project 
completed and focussed on the West Garden planting scheme and ambition. We 
also started to share our plans for the Transformation Project. 
Dale and his team worked tirelessly to continue to develop the 17th century inspired 
designs created with Sarah Jones …(who has now left Dyrham), succeeded by our 
new Senior Gardener, Deanne Lewis from Montacute. The team received many 
generous donations to help continue their work from supporter groups, legacies and 
grants helped by passionate staff and volunteers sharing their knowledge and 
stories to our visitors. 
Our Raffle (£6200) has helped to build a fund to get the West Gates repaired and 
restored of which we are also hoping to secure a grant to complete these works 
over the coming year(s). 
We continue this year to focus our ask for the transformation project as we need to 
raise £200,000 as part of the £1.8 million total cost. As we are part of the portfolio 
now we will be helping to gain support for the Dams project at Prior Park too as this 
is in a critical condition and in need of urgent repair. We are hoping to recruit and 
develop a team of staff and volunteers who can help facilitate and create a whole 
range of activities and plans to ensure our ambition is shared and continues to 
move forward. We hope to launch a campaign next year that will appeal to our 
visitors as did the Sign a Slate in 2015.  
Volunteering: (Lead Ann Fiddler); 

This area of our work continues to be a major focus on what we do and has mutual 
benefit to both parties. Our volunteer roles are consistently growing as we have 
volunteer representation in every area of our work; last year this included the book 
shop, catering & retail, admin support, conservation, guiding, welcome hosting , 
membership recruiting, outdoor crafts and childrens activities, car parking, garden, 
park and maintenance and all round general support. We have many more 



 

vacancies which can all be viewed on our website and we are having a Volunteer 
Recruitment Day on Monday 15th May. Please contact : 
sharon.hale@nationaltrust.org.uk & ann.fiddler@nationaltrust.org.uk 

 
APPENDIX 3 
Report 2017 April  
  
This has been a busy year for the steering committee of the Parish Plan and thanks 
are due to John Miller and Phillip Jones for their tireless work in implementing the 
points raised in the parish plan survey.  We would also like to express our best 
wishes to Phillip Jones and wish him, a speedy recovery 
  
Community Facilities 
The village has the benefit of a new and improved kitchen lay-out in the village hall 
  
Broadband  

• The first success was to negotiate with South Glos the need for this small 
village community to receive fast broadband.   Parts of the village receive a 
speed of under one and the rest around 2/3  

  
John Miller presented the case that there were a number of business in the area 
plus an increasing number of villagers who work from home.    Many Schools now 
present a large volume of work on line.   This strengthened our case along with 
government directive 
  
The result is that work has begun on the infra structure and more work will be 
carried out on Brides hill next month   This should ensure we will all receive fast 
broadband by October.  Our thanks again to John Miller,  Phillip Jones and Chris 
Grose for their time and effort. 
  
Highways 

• Pot Holes continue to be a problem and even though the council resurfaced 
Lower Street and part of Upper Street there are still many areas of road in the 
village which need attention.   We would urge all residents to contact 
Highways and complain about the road to lend weight to our requests for 
improvement. 

•   
Crime & Anti-social behaviour 
The Neighbourhood watch has been set up thanks to Glen Lawrence and Angela 
Gent and up to date information will be available under the new communication 
system 
  
Communications 

mailto:sharon.hale@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:ann.fiddler@nationaltrust.org.uk


 

• We were mindful of the existing web sites available to the village together 
with the face book page.  The survey revealed that villagers required a more 
individual approach. 

  
Therefore we have set up a service which you can opt in or out of.  This would be 
run by a small team of three who would monitor and relay any news relevant to the 
village by text message to your phone or by e-mail.  They would provide the news, 
but refer back to the local web site for more detailed information. They would pass 
on the neighbour watch information together with general village activities.    
  
The cost for this has been met by a generous grant of £100 from the Parish Council 
and John Miller’s clever negotiating with the company to provide us with a free 500 
credits together with special offer of 50 percent extra free credits. 
  
We will keep a log of all text messages and emails to monitor this site.  We will 
review in one year. 
  
Should you need further information please refer to a member of the steering 
committee  
  
The Parish Plan committee will continue to work to improve all aspects of village life 
and we would appreciate any support and help from villagers interested in the 
further advancement of this project 
  
 APPENDIX 4 
The Reverend William Langton Trust by Guy Senior 
 
This is a local charity – founded in 1668 – which has been dormant for the last 20 
years.  Over the past 2 years the current Trustees – Guy Senior, Dorothy Miller, 
Alison Grose and Angela Griffiths - have been working hard to resurrect this charity 
and I’m happy to say that we are now in a position to resume the charity’s work. 
The background of the charity: 
Reverend William Langton died on the 20th July 1668 and, when he died, he left a 
sum of money in his will upon trust, stipulating that it should be put “towards the 
schooling of any poor children in the parish… and also for and towards binding 
apprentices of such poor men’s children as should not receive alms of the parish.”  
His will stipulated that two thirds of the trust revenue was to be allocated to the 
parish of Dyrham; and the other third to the parish of Doynton. 
The sum of money he left was quite considerable and at one time there were 
enough funds available to pay for a schoolmaster at Dyrham and a schoolmistress 
at Hinton, teaching 20 poor children of the parish.  Money was also used to pay for 
the rector of Dyrham to preach a sermon every year at Dyrham church on Good 
Friday  



 

In 1931 the William Langton Charity formally divided into 2 separate branches – one 
for Dyrham and one for Doynton .  Both branches had an apprenticing and an 
educational wing.  The Doynton branch now operates under the name of the 
‘Doynton Educational Foundation’.  Its activities are recorded as ‘providing small 
grants to support the education of young people resident in the parish of Doynton.’  
Up until recently, the Dyrham branch has been non-operational – due to the deaths 
of the previous Trustees.  However new Trustees are now in place and we are ready 
to welcome new applications from residents. 
Times have changed since Reverend Langton left this Trust fund in 1668 – the 
educational system was quite different back then as were apprenticeships – but the 
underlying aims of the Trust remain, which are to provide financial assistance to 
members of the parish (either in Hinton or Dyrham) who are involved in the 
educational system or undertaking an apprenticeship.  There is no means testing 
and all applications will be considered by the Trustees, who will make the final 
decision as to whether financial assistance will be granted.  If an application is for a 
large sum of money, the Trustees may choose to make a partial contribution, rather 
than the full amount requested.  Examples of the kind of things that the Trust can 
help with are the costs of a school uniform, educational text books or tools relevant 
to an apprenticeship.   Applicants should either contact one of the Trustees directly 
or send an email to: RLcharities2016@btinternet.com 

From Mrs Dorothy Miller 

The Trustees invite applications to the Reverend William Langton Charitable Trust 

for the residents of the Parish of Dyrham & Hinton for a grant towards the cost of 
Education or Apprenticing. 

 
Application may be made in writing, and given to any of the Trustees, or preferably 
by email to RLcharities@btinternet.com    
 
The Trustees require the following information: 

1 Name and Age  of the young person to benefit. 
2 The purpose for which a grant is requested. 
3 The sum of money requested. 
4 Name and Address of Applicant, who may be the young person (if aged 18 

or over) or parent, or guardian, but must be resident in the parish of 
Dyrham and Hinton. 

 
The trustees will consider each application, request further information if necessary, 
and will decide if a grant is to be made and in what sum of money. Due to the 
limited funds available a grant may not necessarily be for the full sum requested. 
The Trustees will endeavour to consider each application fairly, and are anxious to 
help applicants whenever possible, but Trustee’s decisions are final. 

 

mailto:RLcharities2016@btinternet.com
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